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                                 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
WOMEN IN TRANSITION UNVEILS HOME BUILDERS CHARITABLE FOUNDATION PROJECT
New study and meeting space will help ex-offenders develop skills to find employment

St. Louis, Mo.--The Center for Women in Transition is proud to announce the unveiling of the basement renovation project at its transitional housing units for female non-violent ex-offenders.  The Home Builders Charitable Foundation, the charitable arm of the Home Builders Association, donated over $60,000 worth of materials, planning and labor to transform two unfinished basements into a classroom for studying, a general meeting area, a bathroom, a laundry facility and a secure storage space.  To accomplish this, a team of volunteers updated the electrical systems, plumbing service lines and HVAC systems.  HCBF also finished the walls with insulation and drywall, installed new lighting and added vinyl flooring.  

An unveiling celebration will be held at Courtois House on Tuesday, March 11, 2008 from 4 PM to 7 PM.  A ribbon-cutting ceremony will be held at 5:30 PM.  Media is invited to join Center for Women in Transition board members, employees and program participants as well as Home Builder’s Association staff and donors for this celebration.  Center for Women in Transition program participants will be available for interviews along with Sr. Rose McLarney, the executive director for Center for Women in Transition, and Dennis Boxdorfer, the HBCF project manager.

The transitional housing units are located at 322 & 326 Courtois.  Due to the sensitive nature of the Center for Women in Transition’s work, we ask that the media not disclose the location of our transitional housing facility to the public.

About the Home Builders Association

The Home Builders Association is a local trade association of more than 1,200 member firms representing the residential construction industry. The Home Builders Charitable Foundation, the HBA’s charitable arm, is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing housing assistance to people or organization with special shelter needs.
About the Center for Women in Transition

The Center for Women in Transition,  a 501(c)(3) non-profit, opened in 1997 to work with women who have committed non-violent crimes to assist them in making a transition back into their families and into society.  The organization also works to promote restorative justice principles in society and in the criminal justice system.  The Center for Women in Transition has seven main program areas: mentoring, transitional housing, children’s services, advocacy, promotion of restorative justice, Project Re-Connect and One World Neighborhood Café.  Last year, the organization served 183 women with a total of 254 children.  Among these women, the recidivism rate was only 4 percent, compared to a national average of 73 percent.  For more information about programming and the impact on the community, please visit the website at www.cwitstl.org.  
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