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                             FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
NEW EXECUTIVE dIRECTOR ANNOUNCED BY CENTER FOR wOMEN IN TRANSITION

St. Louis, Mo.---The Center for Women in Transition is pleased to announce Nancy Kelley as its new executive director.  Kelley joins the Center for Women in Transition after serving for more than seven years as the executive director of the Phoenix Crisis Center in Granite City, Ill.  She also currently serves as the president for the Illinois Coalition Against Domestic Violence.  In her new position, Kelley will be responsible for overseeing staff, finances and operations for the quickly expanding programs of the Center for Women in Transition, including its social enterprise, One World Neighborhood Café, and two housing facilities, Courtois House and Schirmer House, which is scheduled to open in April 2008.  

“The Center for Women in Transition is excited to welcome Ms. Kelley as the new executive director.  I believe that her experience, coupled with her passion for a marginalized group of women, will allow her to be an excellent leader at this pivotal time in our organization,” said Joan Carter, president of the board of directors.

Kelley will replace Sr. Rose McLarney, who is retiring after serving as executive director for more than nine years.  Kelley will assume her official duties on April 1, 2008.  

About the Center for Women in Transition

The Center for Women in Transition,  a 501(c)(3) non-profit, opened in 1997 to work with women who have committed non-violent crimes to assist them in making a transition back into their families and into society.  The organization also works to promote restorative justice principles in society and in the criminal justice system.  The Center for Women in Transition has seven main program areas: mentoring, transitional housing, children’s services, advocacy, promotion of restorative justice, Project Re-Connect and One World Neighborhood Café.  Last year, the organization served 183 women with a total of 254 children.  Among these women, the recidivism rate was only 4 percent, compared to a national average of 73 percent.  For more information about programming and the impact on the community, please visit the website at www.cwitstl.org.  
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